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A relaxed beach wedding was the
idea for Hannah and Tom Crook, and
their Briarﬁelds day was perfect.
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T

om proposed at Center Parcs
at Elveden. He’d chosen the
diamond and had a ring
made to his design, it’s
beautiful.
I’m from King’s Lynn, I’ve lived
in Reepham and Wymondham and
we absolutely love Norfolk so knew
we’d marry here. I wanted to get
married at our village church in
South Wootton, and walk there with
my dad.
We looked at four venues and
Briarﬁelds was the last. The minute
we got there we knew it was
perfect. There’s a gorgeous terrace,
and the barn style room and the
accommodation, and the sea – it
suited our style perfectly, a little bit
quirky and different.
There’s such a relaxed atmosphere
and the staff were so helpful. We
could have everything we wanted:
Pimms, Corona, ﬁsh and chip cone
canapés on arrival, a choice of food
for guests, the band, everything.
It was our dream venue, both mum

and I were crying as we imagined the
wedding.
I loved getting married in church
and we left in dad’s mid-life crisis car,
a Citroen 2CV. We had a couple when
I was little and about ﬁve years ago
dad got this. He uses it in the summer
to take his canoe to the beach and he’d
always say we could use it for our
wedding.
We squished in the back and dad
drove. It was nice to have that time
between the church and the reception,
talking on the way. There was a little
anxiety that the car might break
down but it got us to Hunstanton
beach where we wanted some photos
taken.
The car wouldn’t start again so we
left it in the car park for the weekend
and got a lift. I think because we were
so relaxed nothing was a problem.
Tom’s brother George was
a brilliant best man, and my
bridesmaids were Imogen, Molly,
Alice and my sisters Kate and Freya.
My sisters’ dresses were from Ghost,

expensive but deﬁnitely worth every
penny. The little ones were from
Debenhams.
It took me ages to ﬁnd mine as I
wanted something slim with a train.
It was the only one that made my
mum and sister gasp when I put it
on, so I knew it was right.
We had a limited budget and it
was important to us to have our
family there. We had 140 people
and Briarﬁelds cost a lot less than
people thought – plus we made a lot
of things ourselves; a friend made
an amazing cake, we did hundreds
of metres of bunting in blues and
greens, long blue and white table
runners, pebbles and oyster shells for
place names and wooden signs from
fence panels for table names.
We had bowls ﬁlled with sand
and shells and driftwood and the
day before the wedding we just took
everything to Briarﬁelds and they
decorated it exactly as we’d imagined.
It was an amazing day, so much
fun with no stress.

Bride’s tip
We saved an absolute fortune making things ourselves, so be resourceful and
do it little and often. And don’t worry about every little detail – on the day itself
I was so excited about getting married I didn’t care that my hair was windswept.
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